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And it came to pass, as he 
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John 12:1  (ESV)                              
Six days before the 
Passover, Jesus therefore 
came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was, whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead. 
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Successive Days of 

The Passion Week

Sunday: A day of Messianic Presentation

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

Monday/Tuesday: days of Messianic Proclamation

Wednesday: A silent day 

Thursday evening: A time of Messianic Preparation

Friday: A day of Messianic Perfection

Sunday: A day of Messianic Pronouncement





Successive Days of 

The Passion Week

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.An important question – which fairly thrusts itself upon us:

Given Sunday, why Friday?

Sunday: 

A day of Messianic 

Presentation
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Monday/Tuesday: 

Days of Messianic 

Proclamation

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

U On the way into Jerusalem, Jesus curses the fig tree

U Jesus cleanses the temple in Jerusalem 
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An Important Historical Note:

Pharisee    vs.    Sadducee

Area of Influence:

Religious 

orientation:

Standing with the 

common man:
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Believed entire Law 

(including oral law!)

Greatly respected & 

greatly feared

Temple

Functional 

unbelievers
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resented
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U On the way into Jerusalem, Jesus curses the fig tree

U Jesus cleanses the temple in Jerusalem 

U Jesus possesses the temple precincts for two days

U On the way back to Bethany to spend the night,  Jesus 

preaches the ―Olivet Discourse‖ to His disciples

U Late on Tuesday evening, Judas sneaks off to the Sanhedrin 

and bargains to help them arrest Jesus 
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Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

U There seems to be nothing recorded concerning this day in the 

record of the Gospels; Jesus was probably in Bethany with the Twelve, 

enjoying the protection afforded Him there by His host, Lazarus. 

UIn fact,  this day is essential to the narrative, for several reasons:

1) Jesus probably used the time to make arrangements for the room in which 

He would keep the Passover & Last Supper with His disciples  

2) Elaborate preparation had to be made for the arrest & trials & ultimately 

the crucifixion of Jesus—preparation involving the Sanhedrin, a cohort of 

Roman soldiers, as well as the Procurator, Pontius Pilate

3) The city/nation was given time to consider the very difficult choice to 

which Jesus had deliberately driven them on Tuesday afternoon
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Successive Days of 

The Passion Week

Sunday: A day of Messianic Presentation

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

Monday/Tuesday: days of Messianic Proclamation

Wednesday: A silent day 

Thursday evening: A time of Messianic Preparation

Friday: A day of Messianic Perfection

Sunday: A day of Messianic Pronouncement

A very important background event: John 12:20 - 28



Thursday evening: 
A time of Messianic Preparation

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

U Thursday afternoon: Preparation is made to keep the Passover

Peter & John are sent to prepare the room for the paschal feast

Scripture: Luke 22:7-13
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Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

U Thursday afternoon: Preparation is made to keep the Passover

U Thursday evening: Jesus keeps the Passover with the 12


 As they arrive in the borrowed room, the disciples are arguing 

over who should be the greatest in the kingdom (Luke 22:24-30)
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 Jesus announces His betrayer is at the table (Jn 13:21-30)

 After Judas departs, Jesus warns re: desertion (Jn 13:31-38)

 Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper (Lk 22:17-20)

 In the middle of His discourse, Jesus leads His disciples out of 

the upper room
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U Thursday evening: Jesus keeps the Passover with the 12



--Along the way, Jesus does much teaching (John 15 –17)

U Very late Thursday night:  Jesus takes the 11 disciples to the          

Garden of Gethsemane, where He prays to the Father

--Jesus suffers in the Garden, casts Himself on His Heavenly  

Father (Lk 22:39-46)

--As Jesus emerges from the Garden (with angelic help), Judas and 
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The movements 

of Jesus and His 

disciples in and 

around 

Jerusalem 

during the last 

hours of Jesus’ 

life



Thursday evening: 
A time of Messianic Preparation

Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem on a colt and is welcomed as a king.

U Thursday afternoon: Preparation is made to keep the Passover

U Thursday evening: Jesus keeps the Passover with the 12



--Along the way, Jesus does much teaching (John 15 –17)

U Very late Thursday night:  Jesus takes the 11 disciples to the          

Garden of Gethsemane, where He prays to the Father

--Jesus suffers in the Garden, casts Himself on His Heavenly  

Father (Lk 22:39-46)

--As Jesus emerges from the Garden (with angelic help), Judas and 

the soldiers and the Sanhedrinists arrive to arrest Him (Jn 18:1-11)

--Jesus is deserted by His disciples, and then hauled off to a series 

of trials which will culminate in a few hours in His death
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(Mt 25:67, 68); it was about this time that Peter denied Jesus for 
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1) Before Pontius Pilate for the first time (cf. Jn 18:33-38a)

2) Before Herod Antipas (Lk 23:6-12)

3) Before Pontius Pilate for a second & final time (cf. Jn 19:9-12)

Finally, Jesus is turned over by Pilate to be crucified (Jn 19:12, 13)
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U The crucifixion of the Prince of Life

-- Jesus is mocked, carries His cross to Golgotha
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1)  ―Father, forgive them…‖

2)  ―Today you shall be with me in Paradise!‖

3)  ―Woman, behold thy son…‖
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U Three stages of Jesus’ ―trial‖ before the Jewish authorities



U Three stages of Jesus’ ―trial‖ before the Roman authorities

U The crucifixion of the Prince of Life

-- The 1st three hours on the cross; Jesus speaks three times

-- The last three hours on the cross; Jesus speaks four times

1)  ―My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?‖

2)  ―I thirst‖

3)  ―It is finished!‖

4)  ―Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.‖
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U Three stages of Jesus’ ―trial‖ before the Jewish authorities



U Three stages of Jesus’ ―trial‖ before the Roman authorities

U The crucifixion of the Prince of Life

U The innocent, atoning death of the God-man

Notice the physical manifestations at the time of Jesus’ death:

1)  The veil of the temple was torn in two (Mt 27:51)

2)  There was an earthquake (Mt 27:51)
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

U Three stages of Jesus’ ―trial‖ before the Roman authorities

U The crucifixion of the Prince of Life

U The innocent, atoning death of the God-man

U The lifeless body of Jesus is buried in a borrowed tomb
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Monday/Tuesday: days of Messianic Proclamation

Wednesday: A silent day 

Thursday evening: A time of Messianic Preparation
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“Jesus Christ . . . was declared to be the Son of God 

with power … by the resurrection from the dead!”

Romans 1:3,4
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