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The Signs of Christôs Return

A. Prelude to the Tribulation

1.  The Destruction of the Temple 

(vv. 1-2)

2.  The Discussion among the Followers     

of Christ (v. 3)

The Signs of Christôs Return

B. The Beginning of the Tribulation

1.  The Deception of False Messiahs 

(vv. 4-5)

2.  The Disputes among the Nations 

(vv. 6-7a)
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The Signs of Christôs Return

3.  The Devastation upon the Earth

(vv. 7b-8)

The Signs of Christôs Return

4.  The Deliverance of True Believers (v. 9)
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Revelation 7:14

ñThese are the ones who come out of the 

great tribulation, and they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.ò

Matthew 4:12

ñNow when Jesus heard that John had been 

taken into custody, He withdrew into 

Galilee.ò
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Isaiah 53:7

ñHe was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb 

that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep 

before its shearers, so He did not open His 

mouth.ò

Mark 13:9

ñBut be on your guard; for they will deliver 

you to the courts, and you will be flogged in 

the synagogues, and you will stand before 

governors and kings for My sake, as a 

testimony to them.ò
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John Walvoord

ñIt seems evident that these ówho have come out of 

the Great Tribulationô have been martyred and 

were then safe in heaven.  They were given the 

special privilege of being before Godôs throne and 

serving Him day and night in His temple.  They 

were protected by God Himself and never again 

would they experience hungeréthirst, or 

scorching heat, with the implication that this was 

their experience of suffering on earth.ò

John Walvoord

ñThey were under the special shepherd-care 

of the Lamb and were drinking from springs 

of living water.  The narration concludes with 

the comforting truth that all their tears would 

be wiped away.ò

(Walvoord, 950)
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John 15:18-19

ñIf the world hates you, you know that it has 

hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of 

the world, the world would love its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, because of this 

the world hates you.ò

Revelation 11:3

ñAnd I will grant authority to my two 

witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve 

hundred and sixty days, clothed in 

sackcloth.ò 
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The Signs of Christôs Return

4.  The Deliverance of True Believers (v. 9)

5.  The Defection of False Believers 

(vv. 10-12)

Matthew 13:20-21

ñThe one on whom seed was sown on the 

rocky places, this is the man who hears the 

word and immediately receives it with joy; 

yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only 

temporary, and when affliction or 

persecution arises because of the word, 

immediately he falls away.ò
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I John 2:18-19

ñChildren, it is the last hour; and just as you 
heard that antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have appeared; from this 
we know that it is the last hour.  They went 
out from us, but they were not really of us;; 
for if they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; but they went out, so that 
it would be shown that they all are not of 
us.ò

Mark 13:12

ñBrother will betray brother to death, and a 

father his child; and children will rise up 

against parents and have them put to 

death.ò
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Jeremiah 17:9-10

ñThe heart is deceitful above all things, and 

desperately wicked; who can know it.  I the 

LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, 

even to give every man according to his 

ways, according to the fruit of his doings.ò

(NKJV)

John MacArthur

ñAlthough end-time lawlessness will certainly include 
disregard for human laws, it will be manifested most 
vehemently in increased disregard for Godôs law.  Evil will 
multiply so rapidly and unashamedly that many people who 
are initially drawn to the gospel will turn away from it 
because of the multiplied enticements of sin.  The 
lawlessness will be diabolically aggressive and unabashed.  
Rather than trying to hide their sins, people will flaunt them, 
and such gross evil will draw many people, including some 
professed believers, away from whatever interest in the 
things of God they may once have had.ò

(MacArthur, 27)
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II Timothy 3:1-5

ñBut realize this, that in the last days difficult times 

will come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 

money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 

irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-

control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, 

reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, 

although they have denied its power;  Avoid such 

men as these.ò

The Signs of Christôs Return

6.  The Determination of Godôs Elect 

(v. 13)
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Matthew 10:21-22

ñBrother will betray brother to death, and a 

father his child; and children will rise up 

against parents and cause them to be put to 

death.  You will be hated by all because of 

My name, but it is the one who has endured 

to the end who will be saved.ò

Genesis 15:6

ñAnd he (Abraham) believed in the LORD, 

and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness.ò

(NKJV)


