
8/7/2007

1

The Signs of Christôs Return

C.  The Middle of the Tribulation

Order of Events

1)  The Rapture of the Church
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I Thessalonians 4:16-17

ñFor the Lord Himself will descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet of God, and 

the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we 

who are alive and remain will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and so we shall always be 

with the Lord.ò 

Order of Events

1) The Rapture of the Church

2) The Antichrist ïthe leader of the ten 

European nations - makes a seven-year 

covenant with Israel 
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Daniel 9:27a

ñAnd he will make a firm covenant with the 

many for one week.ò 

Order of Events

1) The Rapture of the Church

2) The Antichrist ïthe leader of the ten 

European nations - makes a seven-year 

covenant with Israel 

3) After three-and-one half years, he breaks 

the agreement 
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Daniel 9:27b

ñBut in the middle of the week he will put a 

stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on 

the wing of abominations will come one who 

makes desolate, even until a complete 

destruction, one that is decreed, is poured 

out on the one who makes desolate.ò

Order of Events

4) He moves to Jerusalem and sets up his   

image in the Temple 
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Matthew 24:15

ñTherefore when you see the ABOMINATION 

OF DESOLATION which was spoken through 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 

place (let the reader understand).ò

II Thessalonians 2:3-4

ñLet no one in any way deceive you, for it 

will not come unless the apostasy come 

first, and the man of lawlessness is 

revealed, the son of destruction, who 

opposes and exalts himself above every so-

called god or object of worship, so that he 

takes his seat in the temple of God, 

displaying himself as being God.ò
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Order of Events

4) He moves to Jerusalem and sets up his    

image in the Temple 

5) The Antichrist begins to control the world 

and forces all people to worship and obey 

him 

Revelation 13:5-6

ñThere was given to him a mouth speaking 

arrogant words and blasphemies, and 

authority to act for forty-two months was 

given to him.  And he opened his mouth in 

blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His 

name and His tabernacle, that is, those who 

dwell in heaven.ò
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Revelation 13:7-8

ñIt was also given to him to make war with 

the saints and to overcome them, and 

authority over every tribe and people and 

tongue and nation was given to him.  All 

who dwell on the earth will worship him, 

everyone whose name has not been written 

from the foundation of the world in the book 

of life of the Lamb who has been slain.ò

Warren Wiersbe

ñDuring the first three-and-one half years of 

the Tribulation, the judgments were natural: 

wars, famines, earthquakes, etc.  But during 

the last half, the judgments will be super-

natural and devastating.ò 

(Wiersbe, 88)
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Revelation 6:8

ñI looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and 

he who sat on it had the name Death; and 

Hades was following with him.  Authority 

was given to them over a fourth of the earth, 

to kill with sword and with famine and with 

pestilence and by the wild beasts of the 

earth.ò

Daniel 12:1

ñNow at that time Michael, the great prince 

who stands guard over the sons of your 

people, will arise.  And there will be a time of 

distress such as never occurred since there 

was a nation until that time; and at that time, 

your people, everyone who is found written 

in the book will be rescued.ò
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Joel 2:31

ñThe sun will be turned to darkness and the 

moon into blood before the great and 

awesome day of the LORDcomes.ò

Louis A. Barbieri, Jr.

ñThis meant there will be a termination of 

this period of time, not that the days will be 

fewer than 24 hours.  If it were to go on 

indefinitely, no one would survive.  But the 

period will come to an end for the sake of 

the elect, those who will be redeemed in the 

Tribulation and who will enter the kingdom.ò

(Walvoord, 77) 
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Matthew 22:14

(Jesus) 

ñFor many are called, but few are chosen.ò

Mark 13:20

ñUnless the Lord had shortened those days, 

no life would have been saved; but for the 

sake of the elect, whom He chose, He 

shortened the days.ò
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Ephesians 1:3-4

ñBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 

Christ, just as He chose us in Him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should 

be holy and blameless before Him.ò

II Thessalonians 2:13

ñBut we should always give thanks to God 

for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 

because God has chosen you from the 

beginning for salvation through sanctification 

by the Spirit and faith in the truth.ò


