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Martin Luther

ñAt these words I was utterly stupefied and terror-
stricken.  I thought to myself, óWith what tongue 
shall I address such majesty, seeing that all men 
ought to tremble in the presence of even an 
earthly prince?  Who am I, that I should lift up 
mine eyes or raise my hands to the divine 
Majesty?  The angels surround him.  At his nod 
the earth trembles.  And shall I, a miserable little 
pygmy, say óI want this, I ask for that?ò  For I am 
dust and ashes and full of sin and I am speaking 
to the living, eternal and the true God.ôò

(Ronald Bainton, Here I Stand, 30)
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Luke 22:19

ñAnd when He had taken some bread and 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

them, saying, óThis is My body which is 

given for you; do this in remembrance of 

Me.ôò

Acts 2:42

ñThey were continually devoting themselves 

to the apostlesô teaching and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of breadand to prayer.ò
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I Corinthians 11:26

ñFor as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lordôs deathuntil 

He comes.ò

A Treatise on the Lordôs Supper

2)  The Purpose of the Lordôs Supper

a.  The Lordôs Supper is a proclamation of 

the Lordôs death

b.  The Lordôs Supper is our participation in  

the benefits of Christôs death
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I Corinthians 11:24

ñThis is My body, which is for you; do this in 

remembrance of Me.ò
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Matthew 5:23-24

ñTherefore if you are presenting your 

offering at the altar, and there remember 

that your brother has something against 

you, leave your offering there before the 

altar and go; first be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and present your 

offering.ò

A Treatise on the Lordôs Supper

2)  The Purpose of the Lordôs Supper

d.  The Lordôs Supper is a promotion of 
unity among believers in Christ

1.  Because of what precedes the 
Lordôs Supper

2.  Because of what takes place during the

Lordôs Supper
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I Corinthians 10:17

ñSince there is one bread, we who are many 

are one body; for we all partake of one 

bread.ò
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a.  The Roman Catholic View:

Transubstantiation

Transubstantiation

Definition

ñA term in Roman Catholic theology 
meaning óessential change,ô the belief that 
by the power of God at the consecration in 
the Mass, the bread and wine change 
substance into the actual substance of 
Jesusô body and blood, even though they 
seem to retain their natural characteristics.ò

(Grenz, 115-16)
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Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma

ñChrist becomes present in the Sacrament 

of the Altar by the transformation of the 

whole substance of bread into His Body and 

of the whole substance of the wine into His 

BloodéThis transformation is called 

Transubstantiation.ò

(Ott, 379)

Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma

ñThe Holy Mass is a true and proper 

Sacrifice.ò

(Ott, 402)
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Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma

ñIn the sacrifice of the Mass and in the Sacrifice of 

the Cross the Sacrificial Gift and the Primary 

Sacrificing Priest are identical; only the nature and 

the mode of the offering are differentéThe 

Sacrificial Gift is the Body and Blood of 

ChristéThe Primary Sacrificing Priest is Jesus 

Christ, who utilizes the human priest as His 

servant and representative and fulfills the 

consecration through him.ò 

Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma

ñAccording to the Thomistic view, in every 

Mass Christ also performs an actual 

immediate sacrificial activity which, 

however, must not be conceived as a totality 

of many successive acts but as one single 

uninterrupted sacrificial act of the 

Transfigured Christ.ò
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Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma

ñThe purpose of the Sacrifice is the same in 

the Sacrifice of the Mass as in the Sacrifice 

of the Cross; primarily the glorification of 

God, secondarily atonement, thanksgiving 

and appeal.ò

(Ott, 408)

Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma

ñAs a propitiatory sacrificeéthe Sacrifice of the 

Mass effects the remission of sins and the 

punishment for sins; as a sacrifice of appealéit 

brings about the conferring of super-natural and 

natural gifts.  The Eucharistic Sacrifice of 

propitiation can, as the Council of Trent expressly 

asserted, be offered, not merely for the living, but 

also for the poor souls in Purgatory.ò

(Ott, 412-13)
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A Treatise on the Lordôs Supper

3)  The Presence of Christ in the Lordôs 
Supper

a.  The Roman Catholic View:

Transubstantiation

b.  The Lutheran View: ñIn, With, and 
Underò

Consubstantiation

Definition

ñThe body and blood of the Lord is present 

óin, with and underô the actual bread and 

wine.ò

(Grenz, 29)
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Lutherôs Small Catechism

ñWhat is the Sacrament of the Altar?  It is 

the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, under the bread and wine, for us 

Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by 

Christ Himself.ò

Augsburg Confession

ñOf the Supper of the Lord they teach that 

the Body and Blood of Christ are truly 

present, and are distributed to those who 

eat in the Supper of the Lord.ò

(Article X)


