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Bible Church Distinctives

1)     Expository Preaching 

2)     Biblical Eldership

3)     Servant Leadership 

4)     High View of God (Sovereignty) 

5)     Low View of Man (Depravity) 

6)     Biblical Counseling  

7)     Church Discipline 

8)     God-Centered worship 

9)     Biblical Philosophy of Ministry 

10)     Word of God as our sole and final authority

I Timothy 5:17

òThe elders who rule well are to be considered 

worthy of double honor, especially those who 

work hard at preaching and teaching.ó
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James 3:1

òLet not many of you become teachers, my 

brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a 

stricter judgment.ó

Godly Leadership and Gracious 

Submission in the Church

1)  The Requirements of Church Leaders
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Philippians 4:8

òFinally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 

there is any excellence and if anything worthy of 

praise, dwell on these things.ó

Titus 1:9

òholding fast the faithful word which is in 

accordance with the teaching, so that he will be 

able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to 

refute those who contradict.ó
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Richard Baxter

òHe must not be himself a babe in knowledge, that will 

teach men all those mysterious things which must be 

known in order to salvation.  O what qualifications are 

necessary for a man who hath such a charge upon him 

as we have!  How many difficulties in divinity to be 

solved! and these, too, about the fundamental principles 

of religion!  How many obscure texts to be expounded!  

How many duties to be performed, wherein ourselves 

and others may miscarry, if in the matter, and manner, 

and end, we be not well informed!ó

Richard Baxter

òHow many sins to be avoided, which, without 
understanding and foresight, cannot be done!  
What a number of sly and subtle temptations 
must we open to our peopleõs eyes, that they 
may escape them!  How many weighty and yet 
intricate cases of conscience have we almost 
daily to resolve!  And can so much work, and 
such as this, be done by raw, unqualified men?ó

(The Reformed Pastor, 68-69)
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Ephesians 5:18

òAnd do not get drunk with wine, for that is 

dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.ó

II Timothy 2:24-25

òThe Lordõs bond-servant must not be 

quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 

patient when wronged, with gentleness 

correcting those who are in opposition, if 

perhaps God may grant them repentance leading 

to the knowledge of the truth.ó
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I Timothy 5:23

òNo longer drink water exclusively, but use a 

little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 

frequent ailments.ó

II Timothy 2:24-25

òThe Lordõs bond-servant must not be 

quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 

patient when wronged, with gentleness 

correcting those who are in opposition, if 

perhaps God may grant them repentance leading 

to the knowledge of the truth.ó



Godly Leadership and Gracious Submission in the Church
1 Timothy 3:1-13

January 17, 2009

Pastor Kirby Myers

7

Acts 20:33

òI have coveted no oneõs silver or gold or 

clothes.ó

I Thessalonians 2:5
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Acts 20:33

òI have coveted no oneõs silver or gold or 

clothes.ó

Titus 1:6

òhaving children who believeó
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Titus 1:6

òhaving children who believe, not accused of 

dissipation or rebellionó

Godly Leadership and Gracious 

Submission in the Church

1)  The Requirements of Church Leaders

2)  The Responsibilities of Church Leaders
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Paul Benware

òõLording it overõ refers to assuming a position of 
authority that is not proper.  This compound verb 
ôindicates intensity and depicts a heavy-handed use of 
authority for personal aggrandizement that manifests 
itself in the desire to dominate, accompanied by a 
haughty demand for compliance.õ  This kind of 
authoritarianism is precisely what Jesus and the 
Apostles insisted should not exist in the leadership of 
the church.  It is that which might keep an elder from 
receiving the crown of glory.ó

(The Believerõs Payday, 127)

Godly Leadership and Gracious 

Submission in the Church

1)  The Requirements of Church Leaders

2)  The Responsibilities of Church Leaders

3)  The Response of the Church to its Leaders


